
Connecting the SOTs 
A recipe for broadcast scriptwriting 

By Alan Duke 
 
Know your story – Define early the central point of you story and remember it 
throughout the process.  Your interviews should be focused on the points you 
expect to cover in your story. 
 
Conduct good interviews – Be prepared with a list of questions related to the 
points you expect to cover in the story.  Listen to the answers.  If interviewee 
does not give usable answers, ask again.  Responses may lead to new 
questions, but avoid rambling far off the subject.  Be slow to open your mouth to 
avoid interrupting an answer.  Silence tends to draw out more complete answers.  
Pay attention to technical issues, such as lighting, framing and audio. 
 
Choose the best SOTs – Deciding which parts of an interview will make it into 
your story is like an episode of “Survivor.”  Eliminate sections that don’t sound 
like your story.  When two SOTs say the same thing, the shortest is probably the 
best.  SOTs should tend to be “subjective,” containing opinion, hopes, 
suspicions, observations, feelings, etc. 
 
Recycle unused SOTs – Great “objective” information (statistics, facts) may be 
contained in SOTs that don’t make the cut.  This information make great material 
for your reporter track, which should be objective. 
 
Transcribe your SOTs – Word-for-word transcripts of your chosen SOTs are the 
building blocks for your written script.  It should note the tape and timecode 
where the SOT is located for easy reference in editing. 
 
Decide the order of your SOTs – The structure of your story is decided now.  
Choose the best SOT for the start.  Decide which SOT will end your story.  Find a 
logically order for those in the middle.  When you finish this, your script is likely 
75% complete. 
 
Connect the SOTs – The space before and after each SOT is probably in need 
of a sentence or two of reporter track to provide context.  Simply write what is 
needed between these SOTs to complete the story.  Some SOTs may be 
“butted” together, while others are connected with a sentence of two of track. 


