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1.  Know what your story is about – Much time and energy is saved when a 

reporter has a clear understanding early in story production what points a 
story will cover.  Writing a short description of the story (2 or 3 sentences) at 
the beginning and reviewing it throughout the process will help you choose 
the best people to interview and you are more likely to ask better questions.  
Not knowing where you are going with the story is like taking a cross-country 
vacation without having a destination in mind.  You can travel many miles out 
of your way and never arrive. 

 
2.  Choose story ideas you can effectively tackle – While ambition is to be 

admired, a story topic beyond your reach can result in frustration and shallow 
reporting.  Avoid stories that require an interview from someone you can’t 
interview.  Think about where you will get the video required to tell your 
story.  Make sure you have enough time to produce a story so you can do the 
proper research and gather the needed elements.  When a network 
investigative unit produces a story many experienced professionals with 
access to a significant budget are involved.  Brainstorm ways to focus your 
story into a manageable idea. 

 
3.  Don’t be satisfied with sloppy work in the field – Weak sound caused 

by poor placement of a microphone or shaky video due to the lack of a tripod 
might be the main thing a viewer will remember about an otherwise great 
story.  Such problems can be avoided with a little thought.  Take time to 
check audio levels before and during an interview.  Be aware of lighting 
problems and adjust or move the camera to compensate.  Doing it right does 
not take much more time than doing it wrong and it rarely costs more 
money.  The result will be a story worthy of a professional journalist. 

 
4.  TV Journalism is not pretend – Viewers must be able to trust what they 

see on TV news is real.  Staging a scene of video is not acceptable unless the 
viewer is fully informed they are watching a re-creation.  Do not ask a subject 
to do anything for the camera they would not naturally be doing.  Staging 
video is a firing offense in many newsrooms.  All broadcast journalists should 
be aware of the ethical issues and they should respect them. 

 



5.  Get plenty of good b-roll – You will thank yourself later when you are 
editing if you brought back enough usable video from the field.  Plan ahead 
what shots you might need and make a list before heading into the field.  
Make sure when shooting b-roll you frame the shot well and keep it steady 
long enough before starting a zoom or pan.  Avoid “pan-itis.”  Too much 
movement can spoil the b-roll.   

 
6.   Keep good notes and label your tapes in the field – The script writing 

and editing processes will go faster if you don’t have to scramble to find the 
spelling of an interviewee’s name or a certain tape with the shot you need.  
An outline of an interview with time codes noted can save a lot of time. 

 
7.  Designing the structure of your script first can make the writing 

easier – Once you’ve decided on the basic order of your SOTs (sound bites) 
and how your story will unfold the script can almost write itself.  Make sure 
you don’t “bury the lead.”  A viewer needs to see early why it is worth 
watching the rest of the story.   

 
8.  Don’t use more words than needed – As writing coach Mervin Block 

teaches, if you don’t absolutely need to use a word then absolutely don’t use 
it.  When choosing between two words, then choose the shortest.  Cut the fat 
out of the script.  It’s easier to digest. 

 
9.  Avoid distracting edits – Too many crossfades, any 3-d transitions and 

jump cuts can distract the viewer from your story.  Digital editing offers many 
exciting features but try not to overuse them.  Ask yourself in the edit room if 
the effect is effective.  You are producing a news story, not a commercial or a 
Hollywood feature. 

 
10. Journalism is serious business – Reporting is so important to our 

country that the very first amendment to our Constitution was written to 
protect reporters.  Good journalism is essential to our society while 
irresponsible journalism can do great harm to people.   


